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3 of 3 review helpful Fruitfully exploiting tensions within consequentialism By Spencer Case Anyone serious about 
philosophical ethics knows something about consequentialism the moral theory that actions are to be evaluated based 
on the agent neutral states of affairs they produce Maximizing utilitarianism is the most common variety but there are 
others Consequentialism begins with what seem like reasonable Consequentialism the theory that morality requires us 
to promote the best overall outcome is the default alternative in contemporary moral philosophy and is highly 
influential in public discourses beyond academic philosophy Paul Hurley argues that current discussions of the 
challenge consequentialism tend to overlook a fundamental challenge to consequentialism The standard 
consequentialist account of the content of morality he argues cannot be reconciled to the au There have been a number 
of excellent books published in moral philosophy in recent years but even when measured against this impressive 
comparison class Hurley s book represents an outstanding achievement The Philosophical Quarterly 
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