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Drawing from more than a decade of field and archival research this monograph concerns Cambodian cultural history 
and historiography with an ultimate aim of broadening and deepening bases for understanding the Cambodian 
Theravadin politico cultural complex The book takes the form of an interdisciplinary analysis of performative and 
representational strategies for constituting social collectivities largely developed at Angkor The analysis involves 
extended About the Author Ashley Thompson is the Hiram W Woodward Chair in Southeast Asian Art at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies SOAS University of London UK Her research explores the nexus of aesthetics and 
politics in Southeast Asia with a thematic 
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