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rsquo s fin de si egrave cle foundersWhy should we still care about what a few European thinkers and writers said a 
century ago Do fin de si egrave cle ideas still have any real interest The late Harvard later Stanford historian H Stuart 
Hughes 1916 1999 upheld their continuing r Hughes ideas and the way they are expressed in Consciousness and 
Society have become paradigms of twentieth century scholarship In dealing with the changing social thought after 
1890 in Europe Hughes covers a wide array of thinkers and issues in a scholarly yet graceful manner His is a study of 
the cluster of genius of Europe at that time Croce Durkheim Freud Weber and Nietzsche as well as other great 
European minds The book explores questions that are About the Author H Stuart Hughes is emeritus professor of 
history at the University of California at San Diego He was formerly professor of history at Harvard University 
Among his many books are Prisoners of Hope The Silver Age of the Italian 
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