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2 of 2 review helpful This is a fine collection of essays communicating the message that Buddhist doctrinal By Chris 
in Colorado This is a fine collection of essays communicating the message that Buddhist doctrinal history is no simple 
monolith but a complex and still changing organic system If you are philosophically minded and somewhat 
academically trained in the Buddhist epistemological and ontological systems the Madhyamaka or Middle Way 
philosophy came to Tibet from India and became the basis of all of Tibetan Buddhism The Tibetans however 
differentiated two streams of Madhyamaka philosophy Svatantrika and Prasangika In this collection leading scholars 
in the field address the distinction on various levels including the philosophical import for both Indian and Tibetan 
Madhyamaka and the historical development of the distinction itself Every essay brings forward crucially illuminating 
insights into the famous but little studied distinction between Svatantrika and Praasangika Anne C Klein Rice 
University author Path to the Middle For those intrigued by Tibetan i 
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