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1 of 1 review helpful A comprehensive and thorough treatment of the development of the concept of identity through 
history By Peter in Chicagoland This is a comprehensive and thorough treatment of the history of development of the 
concept of identity in the modern world Izenberg gives a superb historical analysis of how the concept developed and 
why we need it Identity which is so elusive and yet permeates so widely in Identity The Necessity of a Modern Idea is 
the first comprehensive history of identity as the answer to the question who or what am I It covers the century from 
the end of World War I when identity in this sense first became an issue for writers and philosophers to 2010 when 
European political leaders declared multiculturalism a failure just as Canada which pioneered it was hailing its success 
Along the way the book examines Erik Erikson s concepts There are not many people alive today who could produce a 
book like this one which calls on a vast range of learning that can only be acquired over a lifetime of reading and 
scholarly reflection It is sweeping in its scope and steeped in erudition Gerald 
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