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1 of 1 review helpful A study of Buddhism and politics By Arnold Juliane Schober takes aim at the traditional
Weberian depiction of Buddhism as an otherworldly religion The book is essentially arecapitulation of Burmese
history with afocus on Buddhist politics She categorizes the role of Buddhist monks and ideology in Burma s various
political debates She s particularly insightful in trying to sort through the inter For centuries Burmese have looked to
the authority of their religious tradition Theravada Buddhism to negotiate social and political hierarchies Modern
Buddhist Conjuncturesin Myanmar examines those moments in the modern history of this Southeast Asian country
when religion culture and politics converge to chart new directions Arguing against Max Weber rsquo s
characterization of Buddhism as other worldly and divorced from poalitics this study shows tha Schober s book brings
the question of Buddhism and politics in Myanmar into perspective with thoughtful and welcome clarity Pacific
Affairs A carefully crafted call to remind usto critically analyze legacies of colonial scholarship and
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